Interventional catheterization in congenital heart disease.
The field of interventional catheterization in congenital heart disease has seen an explosion in application and scope over the past 10 years. In some lesions, such as valvar pulmonic stenosis, the transcatheter approach has replaced surgery as the treatment of choice. Applications currently considered experimental will no doubt become standard therapy as experience is gained with their use. Being able to avoid or postpone surgery has emotional, aesthetic, and practical advantages to patients and their families. The role of the catheter interventionist will continue to grow as new technologies such as fiberoptics, lasers, and miniaturized electromechanical devices are incorporated.